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Editorial

My dear friends,

| am happy to bring to you a special issue of The Sunlit Path on the
occasion of 21 February, 2023. This issue is brought out as a loving
Homage and Gratitude to The Mother on Her 146%" Birthday. This
issue contains Sri Aurobindo’s declaration@bout “The One Whom we
adore as The Mother’, and a poem written by Sri Aurobindo ‘Because
Thou Art’. Finally, we have a short passage from The Mother on Her

Mission.

Dr Bhalendu Vaishnav
|
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Living Words

The One whom we adore as the Mother
Sri Aurobindo
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The One whom we adore as the Mother is the divine Conscious Force
that dominates all existence, one and yet so many-sided that to follow
her movement is impossible even for the quickest mind and for the
freest and most vast intelligence. The Mother is the consciousness and
force of the Supreme and far above all she creates. But something of
her ways can be seen and felt through her embodiments and the more
seizable because more defined and limited temperament and action

of the goddess forms in whom she consents to be manifest to her
creatures. (1)

21 February, 2023 The Sunlit Path Volume 16, Issue 163




Because Thou art

Sri Aurobindo

Because Thou art All-beauty and All-bliss,
My soul blind and enamoured yearns for Thee;
It bears Thy mystic touch in all that is
And thrills with the burden of that ecstasy.

Behind all eyes I meet Thy secret gaze
And in each voice T hear Thy magic tune:
Thy sweetness hunts my heart through Nature's ways;
Nowhere it beats now from Thy snare immune.

It loves Thy body in all living things;
Thy joy is there in every leaf and stone:
The moments bring Thee on their fiery wings;
Sight's endless artistry is Thou alone.

Time voyages with Thee upon its prow,—
And all the future's passionate hope is Thou.

(2)
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How | Became Conscious of My Mission
The Mother

When and how did | become conscious of a mission which | was to fulfil on
earth? And when and how | met Sri Aurobindo?

These two questions you have asked me and | promised a short reply.

For the knowledge of the mission, it is difficult to say when it came to me.
It is as though | were born with it, and following the growth of the mind
and brain, the precision and completeness of this consciousness grew also.

Between 11 and 13 a series of psychic and spiritual experiences revealed
to me not only the existence of God but man’s possibility of uniting with
Him, of realising Him integrally in consciousness and action, of manifesting
Him upon earth in a life divine. This, along with a practical discipline for its
fulfilment, was given to me during my body’s sleep by several teachers,
some of whom | met afterwards on the physical plane.

Later on, as the interior and exterior development proceeded, the spiritual
and psychic relation with one of these beings became more and more clear
and frequent; and although | knew little of the Indian philosophies and
religions at that time | was led to call him Krishna, and henceforth | was
aware that it was with him (whom | knew | should meet on earth one day)
that the divine work was to be done.

In the year 1910 my husband came alone to Pondicherry where, under very
interesting and peculiar circumstances, he made the acquaintance of Sri
Aurobindo. Since then we both strongly wished to return to India—the
country which | had always cherished as my true mother-country. And in
1914 this joy was granted to us.

As soon as | saw Sri Aurobindo | recognised in him the well-known being
whom | used to call Krishna.... And this is enough to explain why | am fully
convinced that my place and my work are near him, in India.

Pondicherry, 1920 (3) /
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